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DIVISION 16:  WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ELECTORAL COMMISSION � 

[Supplementary Information No A11 � Two parts a & b] 
Question � part a: Mr T.G. Stephens asked the Minister to provide details of what effort was made around 
securing the compliance of Western Australian communities with the requirement for the full enrolment of all 
eligible people in Western Australia. 

Answer: As previously stated the Western Australian Electoral Commission, works with the Australian Electoral 
Commission on roll management and roll stimulation. This arrangement was established by s31, 31A and 31B of 
the Electoral Act 1907. 

Section 45 of the Electoral Act 1907 requires electors to take personal responsibility for keeping their enrolment 
up to date, within 21 days of becoming eligible to enrol for a new address.  

For those electors who fail to update their enrolment on their own initiative, the Australian Electoral 
Commission undertakes a range of activities which are designed to encourage full enrolment across the State.  
These activities include: 

Monthly mail outs to electors using address information sourced from other government agencies, election 
feedback, unclaimed mail.  This is a major source of roll update information. 

Field work or door knocking in regional communities and areas of high growth where there has been a non-
response to mail. 

Activities to encourage youth enrolment such as attendance at university open days, school & community visits, 
birthday card for 17 years olds, enrol to vote week. 

Attendance at citizenship ceremonies in major centres. 

Rural and remote area program in which remote communities are visited on an annual basis to confirm and 
update enrolment information. 

In addition to activities undertaken by the Australian Electoral Commission, the Western Australian Electoral 
Commission operates an electoral education centre which is designed to educate the community in electoral 
matters.   

In spite of the efforts of both Commissions, the level of enrolment tends to be in the range 93-95% (as reported 
by the Australian Electoral Commission).  It is unlikely that full enrolment of all eligible electors will ever be 
achieved, even with a substantial increase in resources applied to the task.  This problem is not unique to remote 
areas or to Western Australia. Of note at the 2007 Federal election 92.3% of the estimated eligible electors in the 
nation were on the roll and after a roll stimulation campaign by the Australian Electoral Commission costing 
nearly $30m.  

Question � part b: Mr T.G. Stephens asked the Minister why the Electoral Commission did not adjust the 
application form for a provisional vote so that it provided all the necessary information. If rejected for inclusion 
in the count, why did it not trigger successful enrolment without a costly extra step in the process of sending a 
letter out to the unsuccessful voter? 

Answer: The provisional vote form is not an enrolment form.  The purpose of the provisional vote form is to 
allow an elector to vote for an address at which he/she claims to be enrolled.  The current practice at the 
Commission is to request every person who is issued with a provisional vote to complete an electoral enrolment 
form.  It is therefore not necessary for the Commission to process provisional vote applications as enrolments; 
since this has been taken care of in that process. 

To combine the two documents into one document which serves both purposes would result in a much more 
complicated document and this would place an increased burden on the elector and the staff to complete the 
form. It would slow down the processing of provisional votes, and many electors would be turned away because 
they did not arrive at the polling place with the necessary proof of identity documents, as required for 
Commonwealth enrolment. 

An additional complication is that, under the Joint Roll Arrangement, the proposed combined form would need 
to be approved by the Australian Electoral Commission as being compliant with the Commonwealth legislation.   
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Question:  Mr A.J. Waddell asked the Minister to provide details on what was projected to be the income in 
2009-2010, versus what was the actual income in 2007-2008. 

Answer: The projected income in 2009-10 includes $2,500,000 for local government ordinary election cost 
recovery, together with $43,000 from other cost recovery elections and assorted minor income. 

The actual income for 2007-08 consisted of $2,801,000 from local government elections, which included the 
recovery costs for ordinary elections plus a number of extraordinary elections for which budget provisions are 
not made.  In addition $300,000 was received from the cost recovery of a number of other non-Parliamentary 
elections, and $201,000 from other "one-of" administration revenues� the bulk of which was associated with 
contributions provided by the Department of Local Government and Regional Development to assist in the 
conduct of the 2007 local government elections. 

 
 


